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Tackle Holiday Waste
Packaging: It’s the unintended “gift” of the holiday season. 
From bubble wrap to cellophane to bulging plastic molds  
in every shape and size, your trash bin could fill up much  
too quickly. And while your good intentions might whisper, 

“just recycle it,” doing so may contaminate the rest of your 
recycling and cause even more waste. 

Tips for a Sustainable Season:
• Stick with simple wrapping paper  
 (no sparkles or metallic shine).
• Package fragile gifts with   
 newspaper instead of  
 foam peanuts.
• Reuse gift bags, boxes, ribbon  
 and other wrapping materials.

• Make your own recyclable gift  
 wrap by decorating paper  
 bags and newspaper.
• Avoid over-packaged products  
 by giving the gift of experiences.
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Sign up to receive  
Earth Matters updates at: 
piercecountywa.org/earthmatters 

Recycle, Reuse  
or Garbage?  
Details inside.

Find more ideas at: 
piercecountywa.org/lesswaste



ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM PIERCE COUNTY

With the new year comes a celebration 
of 30 years of environmental education 
in Pierce County. Our education team 
teaches programs in schools and classes 
throughout the community. Over the past 

three decades, they 
have connected with 
thousands of Pierce 
County residents, from 
elementary school 
students to retirees.

Share Your Story
What have you learned about preserving the natural environment? Have your children worked 
with our education team at school? Have you taken a composting or gardening class? We’d love 
to hear your story! Email us at: pcrecycle@co.pierce.wa.us

Winners will be 
notified by email,  
and tickets will be 
mailed the week  
of December 4.

Pierce County Planning and Public Works is proud to  
be one of the sponsors of Fantasy Lights, the annual 
holiday display at Spanaway Park. As a sponsor, we 
will convert the light tunnel display to LED lights—a 
celebration of our commitment to energy efficiency.
Want to win free tickets to see the lights?  
Take our online survey by December 3 and  
you could be one of 200 lucky winners!
Enter at: piercecountywa.org/recycle

Win Tickets to 
Fantasy Lights

Environmental Education  
in Pierce County



Over the past year, we gathered recycling and 
garbage information for more than 300 of the 
largest apartment complexes in Pierce County. 
Each location presents its own challenges 
when looking for opportunities to reduce waste 
and improve recycling. We met with property 
managers to collaborate on solutions. 

As a direct result of the outreach, many 
complexes increased their recycling capacity. 
Seven complexes, representing 1,500 
households, started recycling for the first time.

Apartment 
Recycling  
Outreach  
Expands

As part of our effort to reduce waste  
and improve recycling at apartment complexes, 
we have been working with the recycling and 
garbage service providers to standardize labels 
and container colors throughout Pierce County.

The new labels have been applied to  
containers at 450 complexes. All containers  
will eventually be painted blue for recycling  
and green for garbage.

Consistent Look 
Improves Service

Our Outreach Approach
• One-on-one visits with property 

managers to customize their on-site 
recycling options.

• Recycling information to welcome  
new residents.

• Door-to-door distribution of reminder 
magnets, delivered to 80 multifamily 
communities so far, reaching thousands 
of residents.

For help to improve recycling at  
your apartment complex, contact  
Bob Dieckmann at: (253) 798-4139  
or bdieckm@co.pierce.wa.us



Snow, ice, flooding and windstorms can  
knock down trees and make winter weather 
unpredictable. Be winter wise: sign up for  
alerts and learn how you can prepare for  
the storms at: 

piercecountywa.org/winterwise

Are You Ready  
for Winter 
Weather?

Winter Eco  
Explorer Camp
Looking for activities to keep the kids busy 
during winter break? Winter Eco Explorer 
Camp offers three days of fun activities, games 
and art focused on nature. Participants will 
explore the natural world, learn about salmon 
and watersheds, strengthen teamwork skills, 
breathe the fresh air at Bresemann Forest and 
experience what it means to be eco-friendly.

CLASS INFORMATION
Dec. 19–21     Ages 8–12     9 a.m.–4 p.m.     Cost  $50

Sprinker Recreation Center, 14824 C St S, Tacoma

Register at: piercecountywa.org/ecoclass  
or call: (253) 798-4141 

What to bring: Warm clothes and a waste-free lunch!



RECYCLE

DROP-OFF

REUSE OR DONATE

GARBAGE

Find locations for these items and more at piercecountywa.org/recyclemenu

plastic trays 
and lids

plastic 
packaging

fancy gift wrap 
(foil, glitter, etc.)

tissue  
paper

artificial trees decorations toysgift bags and boxes ribbons and bows

cardboard
flatten boxes

aluminum foil, 
pans and plates

paper plates, 
towels and napkins

paper and 
plastic cups

glasslight strings foam packaging

plain gift boxes cards and 
envelopes

catalogsplain gift wrap

electronicsfresh cut trees plastic bags and wrap

Holiday 
Collection
Transfer stations will be closed and 
recycling and garbage will not be collected 
on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
Day. Curbside pickup will occur one day 
late for the remainder of the week.

Treecycle
Recycle your unflocked Christmas tree in your 
curbside yard waste cart or at transfer stations  
in Pierce County (see map on back).  

Visit: piercecountywa.org/treecycle 
If you live in the city limits of Milton, Orting, 
Tacoma, Puyallup or Ruston, contact your recycling 
and garbage service provider for information on 
special collection programs.

Decorated  
trees cannot  
be recycled.
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Curbside Collection 
Contact Info
Murrey’s Disposal 
American Disposal
DM Disposal
murreysdisposal.com 
(888) 806-7048

LeMay Enterprises 
Lakewood Refuse 
Pierce County Refuse 
lemaypiercecountyrefuse.com 
(253) 537-8687

University Place Refuse
Westside Disposal
uprefuse.com  
(253) 564-3212

HHW=Household hazardous waste

1. Hidden Valley (253) 847-7555  
17925 Meridian E, Puyallup 
7 days, 8 a.m.–5:45 p.m. 
Recycling/Disposal 
HHW: Tues & Thurs

2. Purdy (253) 847-7555  
14515 54th Ave, Gig Harbor 
7 days, 9 a.m.–4:45 p.m. 
Recycling/Disposal

3. Prairie Ridge (253) 847-7555 
11710 Prairie Ridge Dr E, South Prairie 
7 days, 9 a.m.–4:45 p.m. 
Recycling/Disposal

4. Key Center (253) 847-7555 
5900 block Key Peninsula Hwy, Lakebay 
Wed–Sun, 9 a.m.–4:45 p.m. 
Recycling/Disposal

5. Anderson Island (253) 847-7555 
9607 Steffensen Rd, Anderson Island 
Oct 1–March 31:  
Sun 10 a.m.–2 p.m., Mon 1 p.m.–5 p.m. 
Recycling/Disposal

6. Tacoma (253) 502-2100 
3510 S Mullen St, Tacoma 
7 days, 8 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Accepts Recycling/HHW from  
Pierce County residents

Contact your service provider to ask 
billing questions, request a smaller trash 
can and find out your collection schedule.

ECRWSS – POSTAL CUSTOMER

For More Information: 
Pierce County Planning & Public Works

SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES 

 (253) 798-2179 
 piercecountywa.org/recycle 
 pcrecycle@co.pierce.wa.us

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

 (253) 798-4636 
 piercecountyresponds.org      
 pcresponds@co.pierce.wa.us

 

Household Hazardous Waste  
& Environmental Health Info:

TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY  
HEALTH DEPARTMENT          

 1-800-287-6429 
 tpchd.org

/Pierce County Public Works

@PierceCo
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Pierce County Executive: Bruce F. Dammeier
Pierce County Council: Douglas Richardson, Chair 
Connie Ladenburg, Jim McCune, Dan Roach,  
Pam Roach, Rick Talbert, Derek Young


